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29 November 2007
Dear Ms Reeves
Consultation on the Proposed Consolidation of Plant Protection and Pesticide Legislation: Inclusion of Regulation on Record Keeping in Draft Regulations

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on proposed amendments for the above.  The Water Services Regulation Authority (Ofwat) is the economic regulator of the water and sewerage industry in England and Wales with interests in matters relevant to water companies and the water environment.

We do not have any concern with regard to the proposed consolidation of the current legislation on pesticides and welcome the simplification of legislation which makes for easier understanding and therefore greater compliance with the legal requirements.

We support the proposal to make record keeping compulsory for all professional users of pesticides and the retention of these records for a period of 10 years.

We note and are surprised by the omission of certain key stakeholders in the water industry from the list of organisations you have consulted.  We consider the consultation process would have benefited if the views of the water quality regulator, the Drinking Water Inspectorate, and all the water companies had been sought.

In citing schedule 7, regulation 10 requires prior consultation on and notification of aerial applications of pesticides.  However, we note that the requirements do not extend to water companies who may own and manage supply reservoirs or use surface waters as a raw water source.  It is important that water companies are consulted and notified of any such pesticide application so that any contamination from pesticide spray can be monitored and any necessary mitigation or protection measures provided at the abstraction point.  This is of significant importance to water companies as it potentially has a bearing on the effective operation of their water treatment works.  The current Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 2000 (Amendment) Regulations 2007 makes the monitoring of drinking water abstraction sites mandatory.
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Should you wish to discuss any aspect of this response, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
Yours sincerely

Dr Rowena Tye
Head of Quality Enhancement
Network Regulation Division
Rowena Tye, Head of Quality Enhancement

Direct line: 0121 625 1364  Fax: 0121 625 1382 

e-mail: rowena.tye@ofwat.gsi.gov.uk  Website: www.ofwat.gov.uk

