Dear Rhiannon

Please find below the response to your consultation paper from the Environmental Knowledge Transfer Network:

UK government has identified the development of the knowledge-based economy and a focus on innovation as a key driver to economic competitiveness within the recent Sainsbury review.

The establishment of a Technology Strategy Board to lead in innovation across government and the development of Knowledge Transfer Networks to connect with the business community, academia and government puts in place a framework for promoting the global competitiveness of UK industry. Rapid changes in energy policy and chemicals use are driving changes and providing opportunities for innovation in the water sector.

The UK's water utilities are well-placed to move forward in innovation.  However this requires an appropriate regulatory framework to facilitate research and development and innovation.  Through talking with our community, we have identified that a mechanism to embed research and development within the pricing structure for the water utilities would significantly benefit the development and implementation of new technologies.  Furthermore, the adoption of a longer timeframe for R&D plans of 20 years or more and the provision of mechanisms to promote this longer term research will be of significant benefit in the longer term in ensuring the development and adoption of UK technologies.

Regards

Dr Simon Jackman

Director

Environmental Knowledge Transfer Network

