
1 Introduction 

This response has been prepared by Water UK, a trade body which represents substantially all of the 

UK’s statutory water and water and sewerage undertakers (water companies).  A number of our 

members will also be making additional representations on their own behalf.   

We are grateful for the opportunity to provide comments at such an early stage of Ofwat’s 

consideration of what should appear in the codes relating to water and sewerage infrastructure 

adoption. 

2  Background 

The water industry has for many years adopted infrastructure using procedures and agreements 

which have been agreed with relevant stakeholders-primarily developers in relation to sewerage 

assets and self-lay operators in relation to water supply assets.  In relation to sewerage, the relevant 

document is Sewers for Adoption (SfA) and in relation to water it is the Self Lay Code of Practice.   

2.1 Sewerage 

For sewerage infrastructure, an adoption procedure and model form contract were included as part 

of the sixth edition of SfA.  A seventh edition of SfA has subsequently been published and both 

editions are currently in use, with the developer having the choice of which edition to follow except 

in Wales where use of the 7th edition is mandatory. 

While all editions up to the sixth edition were jointly promoted by Water UK and the HBF on behalf 

of developers, the seventh edition was published by Water UK alone. 

The model form contract from the sixth edition continues to be widely used and our members 

report that the terms of that contract are rarely if ever the subject of any significant discussion.   

The seventh edition of SfA contained neither the procedure nor the model form.  This is understood 

to have arisen as a result of opposition by certain parties to the mandatory sewer adoption that the 

seventh edition was intended to facilitate. 

Water UK is currently considering work to prepare an eighth edition of SfA.  Any such work would be 

undertaken through consultation with interested third parties with a view to producing an agreed 

edition of SfA.   

2.2 Water supply 

Water companies and self-lay organisations together with Fair Water Connections, a trade body for 

the latter, have been working for some months on a revision to the self-lay code of practice.  This 

document is published by WRc and is widely used where mains are self laid.  It is planned to 

introduce the new version of the code by April 2017.   

The participants in this process will then move their focus to the self-lay agreement.  A substantial 

amount of work has already been done to modernise and improve that agreement and it is 



anticipated that this will form the basis for further discussions once the work on processes has been 

completed.   

3 Comments 

There has over time been extensive collaboration between the various interested parties in this 

area.  That collaboration has had tangible and positive outcomes.  This can perhaps best be gauged 

by the lack of customer complaints relating to adoption processes, something that Water UK 

members have confirmed.  We also understand that there have been few, if any, complaints to 

Ofwat from water company customers in relation to adoption matters. 

Water UK would therefore be concerned if any code issued by Ofwat were to constrain that 

collaboration.   

Particular principles which we would be happy to see include the following:- 

 The desirability of a voluntary approach between water companies and developer/SLO 

customers 

 Procedures should be transparent and simple, appropriate to the nature of the 

infrastructure being adopted; 

 Procedures and standards applied by companies should avoid unnecessary differentiation  

(there are currently many different company specific addenda to the self-lay code of 

practice and it may be possible to reduce this divergence of practice); 

 Model forms of agreement should be agreed between the relevant parties and published, as 

should a model procedure leading to the conclusion of agreements. 

4 Conclusion  

While individual companies may wish to highlight specific issues causing them concern, the overall 

message from Water UK is that from the perspective of water companies, existing practices in 

arriving at suitable adoption arrangements work well.  We do not consider this to be a priority area 

for regulatory activity and suggest that if a code has to be issued, it should as far as possible support 

existing practices within the sector. 


