
From: Porter, Cllr J   
Sent: 05 January 2023 12:02 
To: Kate Kendall  
Cc:  Jackie Porter  
Subject: Response to consultation 
 
Dear Kate, 
 
As a Councillor in Winchester, I am fully aware of the strong need to develop the Havant Thicket 
reservoir and appreciate the growing costs of development, especially in the last three years. I 
support the principle of additional funding though I am not qualified to determine if the figures you 
set out in the paper are exactly correct.  
 
I recognize the cost pressures described by Portsmouth Water and support the increased CapEx as 
described, particularly in view of the interest rate uncertainty. 
But with such large costs involved, we as a country must consider how this reservoir will support 
growth, health and life as well as the environment in the next two centuries.  
 
I remain concerned that not acknowledging these true costs might lead to short cuts in construction 
that will create risks to environment and infrastructure in the next century or two  if short cuts have 
to be taken.   
 
However I also recognize that the costs are continuing to rise and do not expect the 2024 costs to 
remain as it states in this paper- between £ 334 m and £340m. 
 
Meanwhile Southern Water is required to provide a water augmentation scheme : the Candover 
Water augmentation scheme to take water from the Totford area and transfer into the Itchen. This 
is in my division, and has been so long in the planning, that its relevance is becoming ever less of 
value to users, and will cost a significant sum which will be for temporary use only until the Havant 
Thicket reservoir is in use and connected to the SW system. 
 
Has Ofwat considered amending the contract with Southern Water to remove their contractual 
requirement to provide this Augentation scheme- which would save SW money that could be put 
into the Reservoir scheme instead? 
 
Environmentally, as is always the case, the Candover Augmentation scheme is difficult to provide, ad 
especially so, being through a National Park too. 
Its likely construction is not likely to be before 2024, in use by 2025, just a few years before the 
Havant Thicket reservoir is up and running. . 
 
Kindest regards 
Cllr Jackie Porter 
 
County Councillor for the Itchen Valley Division 
Lib Dem spokesperson for Children 
 
City Councillor for The Worthys 
Cabinet Member for Place and The local Plan at Winchester City Council  
 

 




