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27 July 2023  

  

Dear Bob and Chris 

UDVRE request for delayed gate two submission 

Thank you for your letter of 10 July regarding gate two for the Upper Derwent Reservoir 
Expansion (UDVRE) solution. 
  
At gate one, we determined that the UDVRE solution, which included options to expand 
reservoirs, had potential to address a strategic need for water because it could compensate 
for the loss of transfer from Severn Trent to Yorkshire Water. The UDVRE solution explored 
options to maximise the water resource benefit from increasing the size of reservoirs in the 
Upper Derwent Valley. Now that we have more information, we know that these options are 
very likely to cause an unacceptable impact on the National Park and particularly on Habitats 
Regulations designated sites. We appreciate that the UVDRE solution owners have taken on 
board the comments and feedback expressed by the key stakeholders and regulators to 
change their programme and come to a decision to stop further investigation of these 
environmentally damaging options.  
  
The RAP D process was set up with the aim to encourage ambitious projects and big 
picture/strategic thinking to overcome future national water issues. We believe that at gate 
one, investigating UDVRE aligned with this aim. However, addressing national water resource 
needs must also be consistent with obligations to protect and improve the environment. We 
believe that the potential environmental impact of the reservoir options explored to date 
outweigh the potential water resource benefit and this is why, based on the evidence we now 
have and the particular legal obligations that apply to National Parks and Habitats 
Regulations designated sites, we can no longer support the further development of these 
options. n this case, the RAP D process has worked well, as high quality work undertaken 
through the gated process has improved our knowledge and has led to better informed 
decision making by the water companies at a relatively early stage in the development of the 
solution. n this case, not progressing options that have been revealed to have an 
unacceptable environmental impact is an outcome of successful learning.  
  
Rather than stopping the UDVRE solution completely, we agree that there is benefit in further 
exploring the Yorkshire Backfill option which sources water from inside Yorkshire Water's 






